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AUTOPSY OF SUSPICIOUS CHILD DEATH AND CHILDREN WHO DIED OF ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT:   

The Department of Justice (DOJ) released Circular No.55 (appended) on September 11, 2002 authorizing all regional state, 
provincial and city prosecutors and their assistants to order the conduct of autopsy of a child who may have died of suspicious 
or abuse-related circumstances.  DOJ Circular No. 87 (appended), on the other hand, approved the “Order of Autopsy” to 
implement DOJ Circular No. 55.  
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! Obtain and review written case summary from attending physician 
! Get informed consent for autopsy from next of kin 
! Inform Director of the Hospital in writing 
! Report to Police and DSWD orally and in writing 
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P R E P A R A T O R Y  S T E P S :  

A. Contact your regional state, provincial or city prosecutor via a letter and remind th
them a copy of the “order of Autopsy” form.  Do this as soon as possible before yo

B. Inform your hospital administration, department heads and physicians and other h
Specialist have to be contacted in cases of unnatural, unusual, suspicious or qu
die of abuse-related circumstances. 

C. Institute a procedure in your institution on where the body should be kept and who
the prosecutor has been received. 

D. This may mean that you have to release the body to the next of kin if both the po
The report to the Special Committee for the Special Protection of Children will con

 
 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Y 
 
 

 

Have child’s body referred either to: 
! Your hospital pathologist, 

preferably forensic pathologist; 
! Philippine National Police  
       (PNP); OR 
! National Bureau of Investigation

(NBI) Medico-Legal Division 

 

Obtain copy of 
autopsy report. 
Have body safeguarded by police or your institution’s security. 
Police or NBI investigator can request directly from PNP or NBI 
Medico-legal for autopsy 

Contact your regional state, provincial or city prosecutor and 
submit: 

• Clinical summary 
Submit report to DOJ
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